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"What Happens When a Believer Dies?" 
 
Text: 1 Corinthians 15:1-20; 50-58 
 
Introduction: What are the 15 most important chapters in the Bible? 
 
(1 corinthians 15.1-20) 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which 
I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which 
also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you--unless 
you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that 
He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that 
He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part 
remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen 
by James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, 
as by one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, who am 
not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in 
vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of 
God which was with me. 11 Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach 
and so you believed. 12 Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from 
the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the 
dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 14 
And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also 
empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have 
testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up--if in fact 
the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17 
And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 Then 
also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only 
we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. 20 But now Christ 
is risen from the dead, and has become the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 
 
The 3 important parts of the Gospel: (vv.1-4) 
1) 
2) 
3) 
 
Key Point: It’s not enough to simply say, “I ___________ in Jesus”. 
 
v.14 
v.17 
 
John 14:1-3 
 
Why Does It Matter That Jesus Rose to Life? 
 
1) God promises us a ____________________ here and now. 
 

 
 
1 Corinthians. 15:10a 
 
2) God promises us a ____________________ in the future. 
 
(1 Corinthians 15.50-53) 50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 
51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. 
 
1) God promises to take away the ____________ of _____________. 
 
(1 Corinthians 15.54-58) 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, 
and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O Death, where 
is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” 56 The sting of death is sin, 
and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 
your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
Key Point: Jesus rose from the dead. Is He ______ _________? 
 
Key Point: The _________ resurrection of the dead is __________ to the 
Christian faith. 
 
(John 5:25-29) 25 “Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now 
is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear 
will live. 26 “For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to 
have life in Himself, 27 “and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, 
because He is the Son of Man. 28 “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is 
coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 “and come 
forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 
 
(1 John 5:11-13) 11 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal 
life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not 
have the Son of God does not have life. 13 These things I have written to you 
who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have 
eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of 
God. 
 
What happens when a believer dies? 


